
Merle Thorpe Architects

presents

new american shingle vernacular house

in Osterville, Massachusetts

A current project “On the boards”

New American Shingle Vernacular House
and a number of our other projects

can be seen on our website:

MerleThorpeArchitects.com

Merle Thorpe brings over 25 years’ experience as a practicing architect to his
diverse projects. Recognized for excellence in custom residential design, his work
has received numerous awards for distinctive residential architecture, including an
Award for Excellence from the DC Chapter of the American Institute of Architects.

for further information

please contact : M e rl e @ M e rl e Th o r pe A rch i t e c t s . c o m

3235 p street, nw · washington, dc 20007

tel 202 ·298 ·7771 · fax 202 ·298 ·7776



M    T     A        ,     © 2 0 0 6 a l l r i g h t s r e s e rv e d

n e w a m e r i c a n s h i n g l e v e r n a c u l a r h o u s e

in Osterville, Massachusetts

This all-new 7,000 sf summer residence is under construction for a young family that spends

its summers in a sailing and beach community of this quiet summertime town.The American

shingle vernacular design of the house reflects the owners’ understated summertime lifestyle.

Careful attention was given to siting the project to allow the wooded location (filled with

native scrub oaks, pine and rhododendron) to become a respite from the family’s surf and

sail activities. The boulder and fieldstone plinth, coupled with screened porches and terraces

set in random, irregular fieldstone and groundcover accentuates the relaxed, woodland site of

the house. The sloped roofs, curved bays and dormers of cedar shingle neatly expand the vol-

ume of the house while keeping the house in scale with its environment.
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first floor plan
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site plan


